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Regional Research Networks
in Africa

Agricultural research in Africa is
coordinated by three sub-regional
organizations (SROs), namely:

ASARECA – the Association for Strength-
ening Agricultural Research in Eastern
and Central Africa; CORAF/WECARD –
Conseil Ouest Africain Pour la Recherche
et le Développement Agricole / West and
Central African Council for Agricultural
Research and Development; and SADC-
FANR – Southern African Development
Community/Food Agriculture and Natu-
ral Resource Department.
The three SROs founded the Forum for
Agricultural Research in Africa (FARA)
which is the apex body for Africa’s agricul-
tural research. Prior to the formation of
FARA, research had been coordinated by
the Special Program for African Agri-
cultural Research (SPAAR) under the aus-
pices of the World Bank. SPAAR was estab-
lished to coordinate donors and their pro-
jects, avoid duplication and invest more in

Research networks,
programmes and
projects have been
created on the basis of
the fact that most
African national
agricultural research
systems (NARS) are
small and agricultural
research is increasingly
characterized by
substantial economies
of scale. Regionally
coordinated initiatives
therefore provide a
means of aggregating
effort across a number
of small national
domains into a
research domain that
can be addressed at an
appropriate scale.

building local capacity. It was also to pro-
mote reforms that would strengthen local
institutions and ensure local ownership.
SPAAR was disbanded after the creation of
FARA. The aim of FARA and SROs is to
increase the efficiency and effectiveness
of agricultural research in the region, and
thus to promote economic growth, food
security and export competitiveness
through productive and sustainable agri-
culture.

The Forum for Agricultural
Research in Africa  – FARA 

FARA is an umbrella organization that
brings together major stakeholders in
agricultural research and development in
Africa. FARA complements the activities of
national, international and sub-regional
research institutions. It plays advocacy
and coordination roles for agricultural
research for development, while the NARs,
Advanced Research Institutes (ARIs) and
International Agricultural Research Cen-
ters (IARCs) develop improved technolo-
gies along the research-to-development
continuum in their respective countries
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Research on water
harvesting at the Desert
Research Foundation of
Namibia in the Namib
desert.
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(e.g. land management, soil/water, plant
genetic resources and trees), and two cut
across all the above (i.e. policy, informa-
tion). Contact: http://www.asareca.org

The «Conseil Ouest Africain
Pour la Recherche et le

Développement Agricole» –
CORAF / WECARD

CORAF membership includes NARS from
twenty one member countries of West
and Central Africa: Benin, Burkina Faso,
Cameroon, Cape Verde, Central African
Republic, Congo, Cote d’Ivoire, Gabon,
Gambia, Ghana, Guinea, Guinea Bissau,
Mali, Mauritania, Niger, Nigeria, Demo-
cratic Republic of Congo, Senegal, Sierra
Leone, Chad and  Togo. It was established
in 1987.
CORAF operates through networks, regio-
nal poles, research projects and base cen-
tres. These regional units carry out re-
search on given topics. Contact: http://
www.coraf.org

and coverage areas. Contact: http://
www.fara-africa.org.

The Association for
Strengthening Agricultural

Research in Eastern and Central
Africa – ASARECA

ASARECA is a regional organization of the
National Agricultural Research Institutes
(NARIs) of ten member countries who
established it as an incorporated associa-
tion: Burundi, the Democratic Republic of
Congo, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Kenya, Mada-
gascar, Rwanda, Sudan, Tanzania and
Uganda. It was established in September
1994.
ASARECA carries out its activities through
17 regional research networks, pro-
grammes and projects (NPPs). Most of
these NPPs focus on specific commodities
(e.g. beans, bananas), while others deal
with cross-commodity agricultural topics
(e.g. post-harvest technology, biotechnol-
ogy). Others focus on natural resources
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Southern African Development
Community/Food Agriculture

and Natural Resource
Department – SADC-FANR 

SADC-FANR membership constitutes the
following countries: Angola, Botswana,
the Democratic Republic of Congo, Le-
sotho, Malawi, Mauritius, Mozambique,
Namibia, Seychelles, South Africa, Swazi-
land, United Republic of Tanzania, Zambia
and Zimbabwe. Its responsibility is to co-
ordinate all aspects of regional research in
food, agriculture and natural resources
that is carried out through regional
research networks. SADC-FANR was for-
merly known as the Southern African
Centre for Cooperation in Agricultural Re-
search and Training (SACCAR) established
in 1984. Contact: http://www.sadc.int

In general, regional research networks,
programs and projects in Africa are initia-
tives that are being implemented by
national agricultural research institutions
(NARIs) and cooperating partner insti-
tutes, mainly the international agricultur-
al research centers (IARCs) of the Con-
sultative Group on International Agricul-
tural Research (CGIAR). The status of these
initiatives are at different stages of devel-
opment in the three sub-regions. The
major stakeholders that are working with
FARA and the SROs are:
NARIs, ARIs, IARCs, universities, NGOs, pri-
vate sector, farmers organizations, politi-
cal bodies (e.g. African Union, NEPAD),
government institutions, development
partners and donors.
The creation of SROs is an act of will
reflecting many forces:

� A recognition of the value of sub-regio-
nal and  regional action;

� A desire to empower NARIs in their rela-
tions with ARIs and IARCs;

� The opportunity to add value to the
work of the NARIs.

The added value of networking to the
NARIs would be 

� Identification of shared goals  and pro-
motion of economies of scale and scope
through collaboration, specialization
and sharing of results;

� Identification of regional public goods
that would be under-produced in the
absence of shared goals and regional
mechanisms;

� Sharing of knowledge and experience
with institutional innovations for more
effective agricultural research for devel-
opment (AR4D).

1 RAIN is a network of ASARECA

To coordinate
agricultural
research in Africa
FARA was founded.
Its task is among
others to bring
scientists and other
stakeholders
together.
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